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SUBJECT: JICST (JAPAN INFORMATION CENTER FOR SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY) 
TRANSLATION SERVICES 

1 . ONE OF FUNCTIONS OF JICST (JAPAN INFORMATION CENTER FOR 
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY), ONLY CHARTERED ORANIZATION IN JAPAN 
DEDICATED TO SCIENCE INFORMATION ACTIVITIES, IS TO PROVIDE 
TRANSLATION SERVICES AT REASONABLE COST TO JAPANESE AND 
FOREIGN CLIENTS. 

2. FOLLOWING INFORMATION ON DETAILS OF JICST TRANSLATION 
SERVICES WAS OBAINED DIRECTLY FROM JICST OFFICIALS. 

3. DOCUMENTS ACCEPTABLE FOR TRANSLATION INCLUDE LITERATURE 
IN ALL FIELDS OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, PATENT SPECIFICATIONS, 
CATALOGUES AND CORRESONDENCE. 

4. LANGUGE ACCEPABLE FOR TRANSLATION INTO JAPANESE INCLUDE 
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NORWEGAIAN, DANISH, PORTUGESE, POLISH, CZECHOSLOVAK, CHINSE 
AND IKRANIAN. LANGUAGE ACCEPTABLE FOR TRANSLATION FROM 
JAPANESE INCLUDE ENGLISH, GERMAN, FRENCH, RUSSIAN, AND 
SPANISH. FOLLOWING LANGUAGES CAN BE TRASNALATED, ONE INTO 
ANOTHER, WITHOUT GOING THROUGH JAPANSE: ENGLISH, GERMAN, 

FRENCH, RUSSIAN AND SPANISH. 

5. TRANSLATION RATES (AS OF APRIL 1976): FOR TRNSLATION OF 
OTHER LANGUAGES INTO JAPANESE AND VICE VERSA, NUMBER OF 
JAPANESE CHARACTERS (ACTUALLY, NUMBER OF SHEETS OF MANUSCRIPT 
PAPER WITH 400 CHARACTERS) IS USED AS BASIS FOR RATE COMPUTATION. 

(1) TRANSLATION OF OTHER LANGUAGES INTO JAPANESE: ENGLISH- 

1.130 YEN; GERMAN, FRENCH, RUSSIAN - 1,730 YEN: ITALIAN, 

SPANISH, PORTUGESE - 2,130 YEN: OTHERS - OVER 2,830 YEN. (2) 

TRANSLATION F JAPANESE INTO OTHER LANGUAGES: ENGLISH - 

2,530 YEN; GERMAN, FRENCH - 3,730 YEN; RUSSIAN, ITALIAN, SPANISH - 

4,630 YEN: OTHERS - OVER 5,530 YEN. EXTRA CHARGES ARE MADE 

BUT AT NO MORE THAN 50 PER CENT GREATER THAN THE ABOVE MENTIONED 

RATES FOR HIGHLY TECHNICAL SCIENTIFIC PAPERS, URGENT ORDERS, 

OR WORK REQUIRING SPECIAL LABOR. 

6. COMMENT: FEDERAL AGENCIES MAY WISH TO MAKE USE OF JICST 
TRANSLATION SERVICES WHEN NEED ARISES FOR TRANSLATION OF 
JAPANESE SCIENTIFIC LITRATURE INTO ENGLISH, SINCE EMBASSY'S 
CAPACITY TO RESPOND TO WASHINGTON REQUESTS FOR TRANSLATION 
SERVICES, ESPECIALLY TRANSLATION FROM JAPANESE INTO ENGLISH 
OF LENGTHY TECHNICAL ARTICLES, IS LIMITED. EMBASSY SCICOUNS 
READY TO ACT AS INTERMEDIARY BETWEENFEDERAL AGENCIS AND 
JICST IN ESTABLISHING CONTACTS ON MATTERS RELATING TO 
TRANSLATION SERVICES. WE NOTE THAT JICST IS CURRENTLY 
JAPANESE AGNT FOR NIH MEDLARS INFORMATION SYSTEM AND FOR 
ABSTRACTING INTO ENGLISH ARTICLES FROM JAPANESE MEDICAL 
JOURNALS. PRICES QUOTED BY JICST APPEAR TO BE SUBSTANTIALLY 
LOWER THAN IN U.S.: ABOUT U.S. DOLLARS 3.75 PER PAGE FOR 
ENGLISH INTO JAPANESE AND U.S. DOLS 8.40 FOR JAPANESE INTO 
ENGLISH. PART OF THIS DIFFERENCE IS DUE TO FACT THAT JICST 
RECEIVES HEAVY GOVERNMENT SPONSORSHIP AND PROBALY SUBSIDY AS 
WELL. 
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